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ÅJanuary +1.04ÁC warmer 
than 20th century 
average 

ς Warmest January on 
record 

ς 9th consecutive month of a 
record warm globe  

ς 2nd largest monthly 
departure from average 

ÅLand: +1.56ÁC  

ς 2nd warmest January 

ÅOcean: +0.86ÁC 

ς Warmest January  

ς 2nd largest monthly 
departure from average  

The global temperature record dates to 1880 (137 years) 

Land and Ocean Temperature Percentiles 
January 2016 

February 2016 
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January 2016 Anomaly: +1.04°C above the 20th century 
average, surpassing the previous record (2007) by 0.16°C. 
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Continued dryness across the western and central Pacific, related to El Niño, has 
resulted in drought conditions for several of the U.S. affiliated Pacific Islands 

Å Many of the islands 
need a minimum 
monthly precipitation 
total to meet water 
needs ς lack of water 
storage 

Å Several locations record 
and near-record dry 
back to Sep/Oct 

Å Republic of the Marshall 
Islands has declared a 
state of emergency due 
to drought with only a 
few weeks of water 
supply remaining 

 

January 2016 Precipitation (Percent of Normal) 

U.S. Affiliated Pacific Islands 
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ÅWet conditions across the West with some 
drought relief. FL had its 4th wettest January 

ÅMost of Lower 48 was drier then average 

ςOhio had its 9th driest January 

ÅWinter storm impacted Mid-Atlantic and 
Northeast. Several snowfall records broken 

Temperature: 32.2ÁF, +2.1ÁF, 34th warmest January in 122-year period of record 

Precipitation: нΦлоέΣ -лΦнуέΣ осth driest January on record 
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ÅWarmer than average temperatures across 
the northern US 

ÅNear to below-average temperatures 
across the South 

 

 

 

Statewide Temperature Ranks Jan 2016 
Period: 1895-2016 (122 years) 

Statewide Precipitation Ranks, Jan 2016 
Period: 1895-2016 (122 years) 

February 2016 
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 15.1% of Contiguous U.S. in Drought  
(     ~3.7 percentage points since late Dec) 

ÅImprovement: Parts of the West and Midwest 

ÅDegradation: Parts of the Northern Plains and Rockies and the Southern Plains  

ÅOutside CONUS: Drought development in Hawaii. Drought continues in eastern Puerto Rico  
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ÅThird warm 
winter in a row, 
no deep cold 

ÅMostly dry after 
a wet (snowy) 
autumn 

ÅHigh impact 
wind storms 

61F Craig Feb 10 

Several freezing 

rain events 

Dec 11-12: Extreme 

storm 

Feb 12-13: Multi-day 

blizzard closes airport 

Sea ice coverage much 

below average 

Damaging winds 

Jan 26 

Driest Jan of record 

4th warmest  

Jan 

2nd warmest Jan 

4th warmest  

Jan 
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