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U.S. Temperature: April 2014

Temperature: 51.7°F, 0.7°F above 20" century average
Most of the contiguous U.S. had near-average temperatures

Statewide Temperature Ranks April 2014 Contiguous U.S. Temperature, April
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* Areas of above-average temperatures in West, Southern Plains, Ohio Valley, and Southeast.
* Cooler than average across parts of the Northern Plains and Upper Midwest.

— Most of Lake Superior still frozen in late April.
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U.S. Precipitation: April 2014

Precipitation: 2.83”, 0.31” above 20" century average
West and Southern Plains dry; Midwest and Southeast wet

Statewide Precipitation Ranks April 2014 Contiguous U.S. Precipitation, April
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* Minnesota, Wisconsin, Alabama, Georgia, and Florida were top 10 Wet.
— Much of the rain in the Southeast fell during the last days of April.

* Dryness in the Southern Plains intensified drought conditions.
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Year-to-Date Temperature and Precipitation

Temperature: 0.4°F below average — coldest start to year since 1993.
Precipitation: 0.69” below average — 33" driest Jan-Apr on record.

Statewide Temperature Ranks Jan-Apr 2014 Statewide Precipitation Ranks Jan-Apr 2014
Period: 1895-2014 Period: 1895-2014
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* Warm in the West — AZ and CA record * Dry in the Southern Plains and Southwest — 5
warm. NV, OR, UT were top 10 warm. states top 10 dry. OK had 2" driest Jan-Apr.
e Cool in the East — 13 states had a top 10 * Wet in the Northwest, Upper Midwest, parts
cold start to the year. of Northeast and Southeast. FL 10t" wettest.
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April 2014 US Drought

38.1% of CONUS in Drought
Mountain Snowpack

Drought intensified in parts of the Central and as of May 1, 2014
Southern Plains but improved in the Midwest. Percent of
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Orought impact Types:

' Delineates dominant impacts

5 = Short-Term, typically less than

& months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)

L = Long-Term, typically greater than
ihs {e.g. hydrology, ecology)

Author:
Mark Svoboda
National Drought Mitigation Center

[] D1 Moderate Drought
] D2 Severe Drought

I D3 Extreme Drought
M D4 Exceplional Drought

The Drought Mondor focuses on broad-

scake condiions. Local condibions may Prepared by:
vary. See accompamng lext summarny for .
e < forecast slatements. ' USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
- < . - _ National Water and Climate Center
. S ‘i:::)_: USDA ¢ <. Portland, Oregon
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ENSO Diagnostics Discussion
(State of Tropical Pacific)

Chance of El Nino increases during the remainder of the year,
exceeding 65% during summer.

Average SST Anomalies
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Nifio Region SST Departures (°C)
Recent Evolution

The latest weekly SST departures are:
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SST Outlook: NCEP CFS.v2 Forecast (PDF corrected)
Issued: 12 May 2014

The CFS.v2 ensemble mean (black dashed line) predicts El Nifio starting within the next
1-3 months.
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Typical Wintertime
El Niho Pattern
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Monthly Forecast (June)

June Average June Total
Temperature Probability Precipitation Probability
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Seasonal Forecast (June-July-August)

June-July-August Average June-July-August Total
Temperature Probability Precipitation Probability
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U.S. Drought Outlook

3-month forecast

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook g’};ﬁi
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period H 8
Valid for May 15 - August 31, 2014 R

KEY:

Drought persists or  Author: Rich Tinker, Climate Prediction Center, NOAA Dﬁ.
intensifies http:/lwww.cpec.ncep.noaa.goviproducts/expert_assessment/season_drought.html

Depicts large-scale trends based on subjectively derived probabilities guided by short- and
| . long-range statistical and dynamical forecasts. Short-term events -- such as individual storms --
improves cannot be accurately forecast more than a few days in advance. Use caution for applications
. -- such as crops -- that can be affected by such events. "Ongoing" drought areas are
Drought removal likely approximated from the Drought Monitor (D1 to D4 intensity).
For weekly drought updates, see the latest U.S. Drought Monitor.
Drought development NOTE: The tan area areas imply at least a 1-category improvement in the Drought Monitor
likely intensity levels by the end of the period although drought will remain.
The Green areas imply drought removal by the end of the period (DO or none)

' Drought remains but
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U.S. Hazards Outlook (3-7 Days)
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For More Information

Today’s Presentation:

e http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings

NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov

e Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/

e Dates for upcoming reports: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/monthly-
releases

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://drought.gov

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov

Media Contacts:

e John.Ewald@noaa.gov, 202-482-3578 (NOAA Office of Communications)
* Katy.Vincent@noaa.gov, 828-257-3136 (NOAA/NCDC)
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