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Temperature: 51.7°F, 0.7°F above 20th century average 
Most of the contiguous U.S. had near-average temperatures 

• Areas of above-average temperatures in West, Southern Plains, Ohio Valley, and Southeast.  
• Cooler than average across parts of the Northern Plains and Upper Midwest.  

‒ Most of Lake Superior still frozen in late April.  

Statewide Temperature Ranks April 2014   
Period: 1895-2014 

Contiguous U.S. Temperature, April 
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Precipitation: 2.83”, 0.31” above 20th century average 
West and Southern Plains dry; Midwest and Southeast wet 

• Minnesota, Wisconsin, Alabama, Georgia, and Florida were top 10 Wet.  
̶ Much of the rain in the Southeast fell during the last days of April. 

• Dryness in the Southern Plains intensified drought conditions.  

Statewide Precipitation Ranks April 2014   
Period: 1895-2014 

Contiguous U.S. Precipitation, April 
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Temperature: 0.4°F below average – coldest start to year since 1993. 
Precipitation: 0.69” below average – 33rd driest Jan-Apr on record.  

• Warm in the West – AZ and CA record 
warm. NV, OR, UT were top 10 warm.  

• Cool in the East – 13 states had a top 10 
cold start to the year.  

• Dry in the Southern Plains and Southwest – 5 
states top 10 dry. OK had 2nd driest Jan-Apr.  

• Wet in the Northwest, Upper Midwest, parts 
of Northeast and Southeast. FL 10th wettest.  

Statewide Temperature Ranks Jan-Apr 2014   
Period: 1895-2014 

Statewide Precipitation Ranks Jan-Apr 2014   
Period: 1895-2014 



May 2014 Monthly Climate Webinar 
5 

 38.1% of CONUS in Drought 
• Drought intensified in parts of the Central and 

Southern Plains but improved in the Midwest.  
• Wet season is mostly over in CA, with little hope 

of exiting drought in the next few months. 
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• Chance of El Niño increases during the remainder of the year, 
exceeding 65% during summer. 

Average SST Anomalies 
13 April 2014 – 10 May 2014 
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The latest weekly SST departures are: 

Niño 4      0.8ºC  

Niño 3.4     0.5ºC 

Niño 3        0.6ºC 

Niño 1+2    1.2ºC 
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Issued: 12 May 2014 

The CFS.v2 ensemble mean (black dashed line) predicts El Niño starting within the next 
1-3 months. 
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CFSv2 Forecast Nino3.4 SST anomalies (K) (PDF corrected) 
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June Average  
Temperature Probability 

 

June Total 
Precipitation Probability 
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June-July-August Average  
Temperature Probability 

 

June-July-August Total  
Precipitation Probability 
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Monthly Climate Webinar 
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Today’s Presentation: 
• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings  

NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

• Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

• Dates for upcoming reports: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/monthly-
releases 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://drought.gov  

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

Media Contacts: 
• John.Ewald@noaa.gov, 202-482-3578 (NOAA Office of Communications) 

• Katy.Vincent@noaa.gov, 828-257-3136 (NOAA/NCDC) 
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