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Temperature: 40.5°F, 1.0° below 20th century average 

Warm in the West and cold in the East  

• Continuation of temperature pattern seen over the past several months 

• Vermont had its coldest March on record 

• Warm temperatures in the West, where California was top 10 warm 

Statewide Temperature Ranks 
March 2014 

Period: 1895-2014 
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• Cold temperatures in the Great Lakes region resulted in ice cover peaking at 92.2 percent 
in early March – the 2nd largest extent on record 

• Previous record occurred in mid-February of 1979 

• Ice extent on Lake Michigan reached 93.3 percent, setting a new record 

• Ice cover impacted commercial shipping through the lakes, but should help lakes recover 
from record low water levels that occurred in early 2013 



April 2014 Monthly Climate Webinar 
4 

Precipitation: 2.29”, 0.22” below 20th century average 

Northwest was wet, while central U.S. was dry 

• Montana and Washington both top 10 wet. Iowa, Illinois, Kansas top 10 dry 

• Drought reemergence and intensification in Plains and Midwest 

• Near-average precipitation in California and Southern Rockies – little drought relief 
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37.9% of CONUS in Drought 
• Drought intensified in parts of the Plains and 

Midwest – agricultural and wildfire impacts 

• Dismal snowpack in parts of the West, with little 
time left in season to make up deficits 



April 2014 Monthly Climate Webinar 

• Nearly 2 million Southern Plains residents 
are currently suffering through extreme or 
exceptional drought 
 

• The number of affected residents in the 
region has more than doubled since the 
beginning of winter 
 

• Most of the affected population is in Texas, 
in cities such as Lubbock, Amarillo, and 
Wichita Falls 
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Extreme and Exceptional Drought 

December 17, 2013 

Extreme and Exceptional Drought 

April 8, 2014 

The geographic extent of extreme and exceptional drought has increased nearly four-fold in Texas, over 
five-fold in Oklahoma, and nearly six-fold in New Mexico since the beginning of winter.  

Source: U.S. Drought Monitor, NOAA National Weather Service, 

ESRI ArcGIS Online  
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Source: NOAA National Weather Service and @RaiderTex52 

Dust storm northwest of Amarillo TX, March, 2014  

 

The regional economic and 
environmental impacts 
continue to be pronounced: 

• Beef prices at highest point 

since 1987 (source: USDA) 

• Texas reservoir levels nearly 

500,000 acre-feet lower than 

at this time in 2013 (source: TWDB) 

• Wichita Falls TX enacting Stage 

5 water restrictions and 

exploring re-use of wastewater 

for drinking (source: wichitafallstx.gov) 

 

Some relief is hoped for: 

• May and June are typically the 

wettest months in Texas and 

Oklahoma 

• The potential for El Nino 

development continues 
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Average SST Anomalies 

ENSO Forecast 
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May Average  
Temperature Probability 

 

May Total 
Precipitation Probability 
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May-June-July Average  
Temperature Probability 

 

May-June-July Total  
Precipitation Probability 
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Monthly Climate Webinar 
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Today’s Presentation: 
• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings  

NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

• Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

• Dates for upcoming reports: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/monthly-releases 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov  

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://drought.gov  

Southern Climate Impacts Planning Program: http://www.southernclimate.org  

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

Media Contacts: 

• Brady.Phillips@noaa.gov, 202-482-2365 (NOAA Office of Communications) 

• Katy.Vincent@noaa.gov, 828-257-3136 (NOAA/NCDC) 
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