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January 2014 Temperatures: 
• 4th warmest January globally (+0.65°C/+1.17°F). 

• 38th consecutive Jan. warmer than 20th C average.   

• Land: 4th warmest; Ocean: 4rd warmest. 

• S. Hemisphere land record warm.  

Regional Analysis: 
• France and China: 2nd warmest January. 

• Alaska: 3rd warmest January.  

 

 

• United Kingdom.: 3rd wettest January on record. Some 

locations were record wet.  

• Australia: Heavy precipitation in Western Australia. 

National-precipitation 17% above average.  

Snow Cover: Northern Hemisphere snow cover extent 

below average–10th smallest in 48-year period of record.   

  N. America: 19th smallest;  Eurasia: 11th smallest  

  

. 

 

  



February 2014 Monthly Climate Webinar 
3 

Global Sea Ice Conditions 

 
• Arctic sea ice extent 5.5 percent below 

average – the 4th smallest January 

extent on record. 

 

• Antarctic sea ice extent 30.0 percent 

above average – the 2nd largest 

January extent on record, slightly 

smaller than January 2008. 

 

• Ninth consecutive month with top five 

large Antarctic sea ice extent.  

 

• Global sea ice was 3.8 percent above 

average and the 7th largest for the 

month. This was the largest January 

global sea ice extent since 2008.  
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Temperature: 30.3°F, 0.1° below 20th century average 

Warmth in the West balanced cold in the East  

• Several cold Arctic air outbreaks across eastern two-thirds of the country. 

• Two and a half as many daily cold records as warm records. Few all-time records. 

• Persistent warmth from the Rockies, westward. 
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Precipitation: 1.23”, 0.90” below 20th century average 

Fifth driest January on record for contiguous U.S. 

• This was the driest January since 2003 for the contiguous United States.  

• Dry conditions for much of the country, particularly the West and South.  

• Dryness in the West resulted in much-below-average snowpack across mountains. 

• Despite frequent snow storms in the East, total precipitation closer to average.   
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35.7% of CONUS in drought. 
• Drought intensified in West  with 

snowpack and reservoir levels low.   

• Exceptional Drought (D4) introduced in 

California for first time in USDM history.  

6 
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Not just California; 

Not just lack of rainfall 
 

• West sank further into 

drought during January 

 

• Factors: 

‒ High temperatures 

‒ Deficient precipitation 

‒ Small snowpack 

‒ Depleted reservoirs 

‒ Calendar 
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CALIFORNIA statewide precipitation 
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• Blasts of bitterly cold air 

during the month of January. 

• These were highly unusual 

compared to the 21st century, 

but not so unusual compared 

to late 20th century 
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How did the coldest temperatures 

of January 2014 compare to the 

20th century? 

• Top: Days below 10°F at 

Washington’s Reagan Nat’l 

Airport 

• Bottom: Days below -5°F at 

St. Louis, Missouri Lambert 

Airport 
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• ENSO neutral conditions to 

continue through spring. 

• West-central Pacific has recently  

warmed while Eastern Pacific has 

cooled. 

• Model forecasts and consensus 

are for an increasing chance of El 

Niño development. 

• By late summer, there is about a 

50% chance that El Niño will 

develop. 

• La Niña is not likely to develop 

this year. 
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March Average  

Temperature Probability 

 

March Total 

Precipitation Probability 
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March-April-May Average  

Temperature Probability 

 

March-April-May Total  

Precipitation Probability 
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Monthly Climate Webinar 

3-7 Day Outlook 8-14 Day Outlook 
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Today’s Presentation: 

• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings  

NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

• Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

• Dates for upcoming reports: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/monthly-releases 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov  

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://drought.gov  

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

Media Contacts: 

• John.Ewald@noaa.gov, 202-482-3978 (NOAA Office of Communications) 

• Katy.Vincent@noaa.gov, 828-257-3136 (NOAA/NCDC) 
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