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November 2013 Temperatures: 
• Warmest November globally (+0.78°C/+1.40°F). 

• Sixth largest departure from average for any month 

 on record (1,607 months of data). 

• 37th consecutive Nov. warmer than 20th C average.   

• Land: 2nd warmest; Ocean: Tied 3rd warmest. 

Regional Analysis: 
• Russia: Warmest November in 123-year record.  

• Spain: Coolest November since 1985. 

 

 

• Typhoon Haiyan brought storm surge, strong winds, 

heavy rain, and major flooding to the Philippines, 

Taiwan, Vietnam, and China. Haiyan was the deadliest 

Typhoon in Filipino history – over 6,000 fatalities.  

Snow Cover: Northern Hemisphere snow cover extent 

above average–16th largest in 48-year period of record.   

  N. America: 3rd highest;  Eurasia: 18th smallest  

  

. 
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January-November Global Temperature 

Tied 2002 as 4th warmest year-to-date on record (+0.62°C/+1.12°F) 



December 2013 Monthly Climate Webinar 
4 

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Te
m

p
er

at
u

re
 D

ep
ar

tu
re

 f
ro

m
 2

0
th

 C
 A

ve
ra

ge
  

(D
eg

re
es

 C
e

ls
iu

s)
 

Month 

2013 Annual Global Temperature Outcome Scenarios 

2010 (warmest year) 2005 (2nd warmest year) 1998 (3rd warmest year)

2003 (4th warmest year) 2002 (5th warmest year) 2013

If December is 
record warm, 2013 
will be 3rd warmest 
year. 

If December 
temperature is 
equal to 2000-2012 
average, 2013 will 
be 5th warmest year. 

If December 
temperature is equal 
to 20th Century 
average, 2013 will 
be 9th warmest year. 
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Global Sea Ice Conditions 

 
• Arctic sea ice extent 6.82 percent below 

average – the 6th smallest November 

extent on record. 

 

• Antarctic sea ice extent 5.28 percent 

above average. The record largest 

November extent on record, surpassing 

November 2010. 

 

• Last four months have had record large 

Antarctic sea ice extent.  

 

• Global sea ice was 0.40 percent above 

average and the 12th largest for the 

month. This was the largest November 

global sea ice extent since 1994.  
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Temperature:  0.5°F above average   

•Most locations near average for the season. 

•Cool: Parts of Ohio Valley. Southeast, Northeast.  

•Warm: FL and parts of the West. 

Precipitation: 0.52”  above average – 34th wettest 

•Dry: Southeast, Northeast, Mid-Mississippi Valley. 

 CA had 10th driest autumn, record dry Jan-Nov.  

•Wet: High Plains and Rockies. 5 states top 10 wet.    

Nation slightly warmer and wetter than average 
Alaska had 10th warmest autumn in 96-year period of record 
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• 31.5% of CONUS in drought 

• Drought episode extent smallest in 

nearly two years 

• Cool temperatures in the north means 

little relief over frozen soils 

• Dry in the Southwest –  
̶ Call for drought declaration in 

California 

̶ Largest extent of Extreme Drought in 

California since November 2007 

• Drought entrenched in West but Rockies 

snowpack starting OK 
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• Conditions improve for many major 

agricultural commodities 

United States Hay Areas Located in Drought 

U.S. Winter Wheat Areas Located in Drought 

U.S. Corn Areas Located in Drought 
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• 11.7% of continent in drought 

• Least amount of drought since January, 

2011 

• Improvements in northern latitudes 

which had a dry end of summer/fall 

• Very low amount of drought in Mexico 
̶ Good monsoons season in many 

locations 

̶ Continued above normal precipitation 
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South Africa  

• South Africa – numerous drought 

disaster declarations this year   

• Corn crop hit especially hard 

• R400M in aid requested by 23,000 

farmers 

• Corn futures climbed 23% 

• Gov’t call for credible early warning 

system 

Australia 

• Good rainfall in north but 

streamflow, pasture conditions poor 

elsewhere in East 

• In Queensland, Emus have been 

driven out of the Bush by drought 

and are invading towns like 

Longreach 

• Only a year since end of “Big Dry” 
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Average SST Anomalies 

ENSO Forecast 

• SSTs near normal across much 
of Pacific. 

• Warmer than normal waters 
west of the Date Line. 

• ENSO Neutral conditions 
continued through Mid-Dec. 

• Expected to persist into the 
Northern Hemisphere summer 
2014. 
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January Average  

Temperature Probability 

 

January Total 

Precipitation Probability 
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Jan-Feb-Mar  Average  

Temperature Probability 

 

Jan-Feb-Mar Total  

Precipitation Probability 
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Monthly Climate Webinar 
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Today’s Presentation: 

• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings  

NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

• Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

• Dates for upcoming reports: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/monthly-releases 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov  

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://drought.gov  

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

Media Contacts: 

• Brady.Phillips@noaa.gov, 202-482-2365 (NOAA Office of Communications) 

• Katy.Vincent@noaa.gov, 828-257-3136 (NOAA/NCDC) 
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