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January 2013 Temperatures: 
• 9 warmest January globally (+0.54°C/+0.97°F)  

• Land: 13th warmest ; Ocean: 8th warmest 

• N. Hemisphere: 11th warmest 

• S. Hemisphere: 8th warmest 

Regional Analysis: 
• Australia: record warm Jan. maximum temperatures 

• Hungary, Austria, Spain: warmer than average 

• U.K: slightly cooler than average  

 

• Parts of Middle East received  rare snowfall  

• Post-tropical cyclone Freda hit New Caledonia and 

Cyclone Dumile hit La Reunion and Mauritius  

• Torrential rainfall and flooding in parts of S. Africa 

• Dryness in Australia led to significant wildfires 

Dry: China, Australia, Caribbean, Argentina     

Wet: Europe, Middle East, southern Africa  
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N. Hemisphere snow cover extent: 6th largest 

Eurasia snow cover extent: 6th largest 

N. America snow cover extent: 13th largest 

Eurasia Snow Cover Anomalies 
January (1967-2013) 

North America Snow Cover Anomalies 
January (1967-2013) 
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January Arctic Sea Ice: 6th smallest on record 

•  Arctic sea continued to expand during January 

•  Below-average ice on Atlantic side of Arctic  

•  January 2013 sea ice 7.2 percent below average 
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January: warmer and wetter than average nationally 

Drought continues for 55.8% of contiguous United States  

January Temperature: 1.6°F above average  

•Warm: Much of the eastern US and Alaska 

•Cool: Western US, NV and UT top ten cold 

January Precipitation: 0.14” above average 

•Wet: S. Plains, Gulf Coast, Midwest, Mid-Atlantic   

•Dry: West, Southeast, Northeast  
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Snow Water Content in West 

•  Below-average across Central and Southern Rockies 

•  Reservoirs much below average in AZ, CO, NM, NV 

•  Rest of the West snow water near and above average 
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• ENSO-neutral conditions 
continue 

• Equatorial sea surface 
temps. are slightly above 
average across the Western 
Pacific and below average 
across the Eastern Pacific 

• Atmospheric circulation 
over tropical Pacific is near 
average 

• ENSO-neutral favored 
through the N. Hemisphere 
spring 2013 

Average SST Anomalies 

20 Jan 2013 – 15 Feb 2013 

Early-Feb CPC/IRI Consensus Probabilistic ENSO Forecast 
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March Average  

Temperature Probability 

 

March Total  

Precipitation Probability 
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Mar-Apr-May  Average  

Temperature Probability 

 

Mar-Apr-May Total  

Precipitation Probability 
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Today’s Presentation: 
• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings  

NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

•  Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov  

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

National Snow & Ice Data Center: http://nsidc.org/arcticseaicenews/ 

Media Contacts 

• John.Ewald@noaa.gov, 202-429-6127 (NOAA/Comms) 

• Katy.Vincent@noaa.gov, 828-257-3136 (NOAA/NCDC) 
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