Site Survey Report

Windhoek, Namibia

August 2004

[image: image1.jpg]



Richard K. Thigpen

Introduction


A site survey of the non-working GUAN station at Windhoek, Namibia was conducted during the period of 16 - 18 August 2004 in preparation for an up-grade of the equipment.  The location is at the Namibian Meteorological Service (NMS) headquarters.


The building is fairly new and renovations were completed about two years ago. The equipment was taken out of operation a few years ago because of the construction project and it has not functioned since.  The generator is in a separate building just outside the main office.
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Figure 1.  Generator Building

The generator building shown here is in very good condition and is just behind the main operations building.  It is roughly 10 meters long by 3 meters wide total.  The enclosed generator room is 6.3 meters long by 3 meters wide and the covered area showing the gas storage tank is 2.6 meters by 3 meters wide.  The generator room includes electrical service from and underground entry.  The power is 220 volts, 50 Hz.  Water service is also available in the room and is of good quality and capacity.
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Figure 2. Generator


The Stuart generator will be removed prior to installation of the replacement unit.  The water service (not visible) is on the wall on the right facing the unit.
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Figure 3. Storage Tank Location


The large gas storage tank will be removed and the replacement tanks should be mounted on this wall.  It is on the other side of a concrete wall separating the generator from the tanks.
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Figure 4. Operations Area


The DigiCORA MW-11 on the left is the equipment previously used at Windhoek.  It has not worked for several years and Vaisala indicates that it cannot be repaired or up-graded.  The replacement equipment will be installed in this area.  It is a conditioned operations area which contains AWS controls and several other computer systems.  It is a good, clean location.


The DigiCORA MW-15 on the right is the equipment that has been removed from another station at Walvis Bay and will be returned there if it can be repaired.
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Figure 5 Antenna Location


The mast containing the Vaisala telemetry and GPS antennae will be removed and the radiotheodolite antenna will be installed on this metal framework.  It is very solid and robust and provides a good view of the balloon launching area.  This roof area is directly above the opeartions area shown above and there is a cable closet interconnecting the two areas.  This will provide an easy installation for the cables connecting the computer equipment and the radiotheodolite antenna.  


All in all this appears to be a good location for the installation of the equipment and it should be straightforward.


Contact Information


The primary contact in NMS for this project is:


Franz /Uirab


Deputy Director


Namibia Meteorological Services


Private Bag 13224


Windhoek, Namibia


E-mail:  fuirab@meteona.com

Tel:    +264-61-287-7001


Fax:   +264-61-287-7009


Mobile:   081 28 44 6 88


The primary contact in the GCOS Secretariat/WMO for this project is:


Richard K. Thigpen


GCOS Secretariat


7 bis, Avenue de la Paix


P.O. Box 2300, CH-1211

Geneva, Switzerland

E-mail:  Rthigpen@wmo.int

Thigpenr@erols.com
Tel:  +41-22-730-8012



+1-301-598-5683


Mobile +1-301-452-7669

